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Q:	 Why are the laws changing?    A:	 To curb child trafficking across South African borders 

What You Need To Know About South Africa’s 

New Laws When Travelling With Children 

Cape Town Tourism makes every reasonable effort to ensure 
that all information provided in this Travel Infographic (“Info-
graphic”)  is current and accurate at the date of publication (24 
May 2015), but it makes no representations, warranties or guar-
antees whatsoever about the accuracy, reliability, complete-
ness, adequacy or currency of the information in or linked to or 
accessible from this Infographic.

Download the official Home Affairs Summary http://www.capetown.travel/uploads/files/SummaryImmigrationMinors.pdf

UNABRIDGED BIRTH 
CERTIFICATE, VISA 
(if required) & VALID 

PASSPORT
TRAVELLING TO 
SOUTH AFRICA

UNDER

TRAVELLING FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA

Applies to children
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PARENTS
Documents required:
•	 unabridged birth certificate
•	 valid passport

Documents required:
•	 affidavit or court order with contact 			 
	 details signed by both parents or legal 			 
	 guardian giving permission to travel,
•	 contact details, certified copies of the  
	 identity document or passport of the person  
	 the child is staying with (necessary if person  
	 receiving child not same as person child is staying with)
•	 letter from the person receiving the child (to include 		
	 contact details and physical address)
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For more information, contact:
South African Home Affairs 
www.dha.gov.za 

 +27 11 461 9252 (International)

 0800 60 11 90 (Local)

 csc@dha.gov.za

Contact Cape Tourism on:
 +27 (0)86 132 2223

  info@capetown.travel

 @CapeTownTourism
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Certificates  
NOT in English

Documents required:
•	affidavit granting permission to travel from absent parent
•	 and/or court order giving travel parent full responsibility
•	 legally separated parents provide a court order when 		
	 other parent does not give consent
•	 death certificate if one parent is deceased

CHILD + 
GUARDIAN only
Documents required:
•	affidavit from the parents or legal guardian to  
	 state child is allowed to travel – name guardian
•	contact details of the parents or legal guardian
•	copies of the identity documents and  
	 passports of the parents or legal guardian
•	 if both parents deceased Director-General must 	
	 approve guardian to accompany child
•	 if adopted provide adoption certificate


